First Steps in Developing a Child Friendly Church

1. Take a “virtual tour” around your church grounds and through your church building– visualize your narthex, sanctuary, fellowship areas, church school classrooms, nurseries, outside recreational areas, restrooms, offices.  Take notice of inside and outside signage.  As you visually tour the building, ask yourself some questions, such as: In what ways does the physical environment of our building say to children, “Welcome, we are glad you are here?”  Is our building a safe physical space for children?  What might be uninviting and unsafe for children?
2.  Take a mental walk through your worship service(s).  Ask yourself, “In what ways does the worship of our church communicate a message of worth and inclusion to children?  Do children participate in worship leadership– ushering, scripture reading, singing in the choir, playing instruments, leading prayers and litanies?  Are they provided with appropriate worship helps such as children’s bulletins?”

3.  Take a mental walk through your church programs.  Ask yourself, “In what ways do the programs of our church communicate a message of worth and inclusion to children?” Think about church pot-luck dinners and other special events, church school programs, nurseries, committee work such as work days.  “Are children provided opportunities to participate in outreach?”  For information on outreach opportunities: 

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-ministries/family-and-childrens-ministries/kids-to-kids/
