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First things first . . . Congregational leaders must be proactive and do everything possible to assure that churches are welcoming and safe places for children. Evaluate buildings for physical safety. See that all child care providers and teachers are carefully screened and trained.  Develop, adopt and follow a protection policy. 

How to Do Children’s Ministry

A comprehensive children’s ministry includes ministry to children, makes room for the ministry gifts of children and finds ways of entering into ministry with children. 

To meet the challenge of ministry to children we advocate for them in every aspect of their lives. We understand that that no child is safe unless all children are safe; and our advocacy extends to the many children beyond our doorsteps. We are involved in community programs that nurture and support children and we stay in touch with legislators about issues affecting children. We work to provide the love, educational opportunities, care and protection that children need to thrive in God’s unconditional love. We make sure parents and care givers are supported and that all of our children’s programs – educational, spiritual, mission, music, fellowship are the safest and best quality possible.

To meet the challenge of the ministry of children we recognize that God did not intend for children to wait until adulthood to do ministry. As we know from the teachings of Jesus, and from our own experiences, children have much to share about the nature of God and God’s Kingdom. Until their experiences teach them to be otherwise, they are generous, hopeful, and trusting people. We need to continually work on ourselves and our faith communities to stay open to what children have to offer, as children. 

To meet the challenge of ministry with children we continually seek to open present situations that exclude children (for other than safety reasons) and search for new opportunities to be in ministry with them.  We need to think of their needs and gifts as we plan for every aspect of congregational life from work days to Sunday morning worship. 
The Masai people of eastern Africa greet each other with these words, “How are the children?” They understand that if children are well then the whole society is well. All priorities fall into their rightful places when our decision making, be it governmental, denominational, local church, or family, is based on what is best for children. Let us together pray that the needs and gifts of children are top priorities in every congregation so that the ways of God can be better understood and the Gospel lived out more fully in the wider world.

Consultations, workshops, training programs, and print resources to support every aspect of your congregation in the ministry to, of, and with children are available through the DHM Office of Family and Children’s Ministries. 
Contact The Rev. Olivia Stewart Roberston at orobertson@dhm.disciples.org  or (888) 346-2631 for information. 
