Making Your Church Safe for Children

By Angela Herrmann

When you attend church this Sunday, take a look around at the people in your congregation.  For every five women and eight men in your church, statistics show one woman and one man were sexually abused by the time they were 12.  The majority of these people knew the person who abused them.

Since congregations are microcosms of our society, we can’t ignore that sexual abuse and pedophilia can occur within a congregation.  With media attention focused on the Catholic Church, be aware that the problem is not confined to the Catholic Church. “It’s in every denomination,” said Carol Q. Cosby, retired Director for Social Action networks /Office of Disciple Women in Disciples Home Missions, “including the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ.)”

So, who will protect the children?  “There are some basic things every congregation needs to do to keep children safe,” said Kaye Edwards, Director of Family and Children’s Ministries in Disciples Home Missions.  We cannot assume that abuse is not going to happen simply because we are a Christian community.”

Congregations should consider the following:

1. Evaluate your building; are spaces for children and their leaders highly visible?

2. Raise awareness and educate members of your congregation

3. Appoint a task force to develop and implement policies and procedures to protect the children and youth of your church

4. Screen all paid staff and volunteers who work with children and youth

5. Make sure prospective ministers have provided proper disclosure forms through the Disciple Search and Call System

6. Hold regular trainings for all paid staff and volunteers who work with children and youth

Protecting our children is one of the more important things we can do as a church community.  Before you leave your church this Sunday, take another look around, this time at the children in your congregation.  Then pray for them…and act to make your congregation a safe place for those children.

Resources for you and your congregation

Abuse Prevention Packet:  Disciples Home Missions (888) 346-2631

Packet includes examples of child protection policies, screening information, and tips outlining how to evaluate what your church needs to protect children.

Is your church a safe place for children?

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-ministries/family-and-childrens-ministries/child-protection/
Also, contact your state’s child protection services organization for additional information.
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