A Time of Blessing and Sending Forth

Moderator/Chair of congregation:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(minister’s name), we all pray God’s blessings on you and for you as you depart today for this educational leave and sabbatical time of renewal, research, study, and prayer.

ALL: As you journey, we ask God to guide you in all you do, in all that you will learn, and for all that you will be eager to return and teach us.

Pastor:   May God’s wisdom and God’s peace and God’s Spirit be with us all as I depart from you for a short season to renew my calling, to learn more of how to best lead you in the ways of continued growth in mission, in spirit, and in ever-more folks being a part of our congregation and its ministries.

ALL:  May you experience the gift of spiritual growth on your leave time, may your studies and your prayers be fruitful.  May you come back refreshed and excited for all that ministry can yet be in this church!

Pastor: And I pray that, as all of you study and pray during this time, God would lead you to know more and be ever-more-committed to doing those things that make for a thriving church who indeed continues to grow.

ALL: We will pray for you and for all our staff and church leaders, that we might all be strengthened and renewed in this time.  We especially pray for (names of other church staff/sabbatical interim) as she/he assumes new roles and challenges as Acting Senior Pastor during this season.

Pastor: During my leave time, I will also pray for all of you, and use my time faithfully to renew and strengthen me to serve as your Senior Pastor.  I look forward to the ways God will use our shared growth in ministry together.

Personnel Committee/PRC Chair: We send you off with our blessing and our continuing prayers, and we will greet your return with joy.

Moderator/Chair of congregation:  
I invite Elders and other pastoral staff to come up and gather around (minister’s name), laying their hands upon her/his head and shoulders as an expression of consecrated blessing for her/his time away while we pray…

Let us pray. Spirit of God, descend upon our hearts.  Renew (minister’s name) for her/his ministry among us as our Senior Pastor through this time set aside for reflection, renewal, study and prayer, the stimulation sought by a renewing respite from daily tasks and routines of the last (number of months since first called or last sabbatical) of ministry at (name of congregation).  We pray as well for (name of person acting as Sr. Minister during sabbatical) as she/he tends to her/his new role for these (number of months of sabbatical) months; bless her/him with wisdom and discernment.  Keep (name of pastor going on sabbatical) and all of us steadfast in our faith, joyful in our calling, and excited for God will yet do through and with us during this time while we are gone from one another.  Amen.
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