Stewardship Concepts for Children and Youth

Children under six

Understanding: Partnership with God.

Beliefs: God Loves me. God made me. God made the world.

Responses: I can thank God. I can take care of my clothes and toys. I can help take care of plants and animals.

Children six to 12

Understanding: Partners with God through the church.

Beliefs: God loves me. God created me and gave me gifts to use and share. God created the world and trusts us to care for it.

Responses: I can show my love for God by loving others. I can use my talents to help others. I can use my own and the church’s resources wisely. I can spend money responsibly and give regularly to the church.

Middle school age

Understanding: Using my resources in God’s world.

Beliefs: God created everything and is the giver of all things. God calls us to be faithful stewards.

Responses: I can decide and act responsibly in using my time, talents and money. I can consider money, lifestyle and vocation in light of Christ’s teachings. I can believe God’s promises to us and can make my own commitments to God and to others.

Senior high school age

Understanding: Stewardship of money and action.

Beliefs: Stewardship is a vital part of our Christian faith. God calls us to be faithful stewards of all creation and the Holy Spirit enables us to respond.

Responses: I can grow in faithful response and commitment. I can be involved in the decision making and action of the community of faith. I can show my love for God by sharing all that I have and all that I am with others.

(Adapted from the pamphlet “The Challenge of Stewardship for Children and Youth,” Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. - as found on pages 38-39 of STEWARDSHIP: Congregational Program Planning Manuel of the Leader Development for Mission and Ministry Series, CBP, 1991.)

